Community Concerns with City’s Innovation Park Expansion Proposal 
        	
The City Council is considering a proposal to convert 605 acres of Agricultural land to an Industrial Park and expand the Innovation Park on Princess Anne Road near Landstown Shopping Area (next to the Silo Project.) The City plans to spend millions of dollars in infrastructure and “give away” land, to potential industries. Not a good use of YOUR TAX DOLLARS!

Top 5 Reasons to Oppose the Proposal

It is not an economically viable investment of our tax dollars.
· The $22 million spent on constructing Hudome Way and other infrastructure costs in phase 1 benefits only two businesses. So far it has only yielded $291,000 in annual tax revenues, or a 1.3% return on investment! This is less than a risk-free rate of 4% on treasury bills.
· The City has given 19 acres and 45 acres of free land to Acoustical Sheet (ASC) and AGI, respectively! The market value of the land “give away” is close to $56 million.  
· This takes away scarce money and resources from infrastructure projects elsewhere in the city like Indian River Road, Pleasure House and Rosemont. 

Construction in this site will increase flooding problems. 
· The Innovation Park area has poorly drained soil and a high-water table, and is prone to flooding. 
· There are 84 acres of undeveloped industrial zoned land north of the green line.  

Industrial Park makes our Affordable Housing problem worse. 
· The jobs created by the existing industries only pay average salaries of $47,000 per year. People earning such incomes will find it difficult to live in Virginia Beach. This creates additional demand for affordable housing in the city. 
· The city should focus on increasing the supply of affordable housing (in Strategic Growth Areas), not increase the demand and contributing towards the problem. 

The ITA Master Plan Update proposes sports and recreation, with trails for hiking and cross-country running. 
· This will benefit local colleges, high schools, sports clubs and the general public. 
· The area is very accessible – only a short drive for all Virginia Beach residents. 

Sports tourism and Ecotourism is a great source of revenue.
· A sports complex will attract sports tourism and bring in millions of additional dollars of sales tax and hotel revenues.
· A change to industrial use will greatly reduce the aesthetics, functionality and beauty of the area.
· It will cause heavy truck traffic, making it unsafe for youth sports. Additionally, these roads are not designed for freight traffic.
· The ITA Master Plan provides for 30+ miles of natural soft trails and builds on the original plan created 2 decades ago of creating a sports village, and not an industrial park that will adversely affect the viability of getting sports tourism here. 


PLEASE WRITE, EMAIL OR CALL THESE DECISION MAKERS AND LET THEM KNOW WE DO NOT WANT FURTHER INDUSTRIALIZATION OF THE INNOVATION PARK AND REQUEST THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE EXISTING ITA MASTER PLAN UPDATE.  

THANK YOU!


Please stay informed and email or call your Council members and the Planning Commission. 

Contact Mayor, City Council Members, and Planning Commission:  

To All City Council Members	citycouncil@vbgov.com 
mayorsoffice@vbgov.com 	(757-385-4581)
mberlucc@vbgov.com 	(757-407-5105)
stcummings@vbgov.com 	(757-629-8691)
bhenley@vbgov.com 		(757-426-7501)
dhutcheson@vbgov.com 	(757-651-7641)
cjacksongreen@vbgov.com 	(757-629-8792)
wremick@vbgov.com 	(757-840-5855)
arosshammond@vbgov.com	 (757-840-0735)
jvrouse@vbgov.com 		(757-840-1821)
jschulman@vbgov.com 	(757-840-1291)
rcwilson@vbgov.com 		(757-422-0733)

Planning Commission Contact: 757-385-1954 kbauer@vbgov.com


For more information:
https://planning.virginiabeach.gov/comp-plan/princess-anne-commons-transition-area
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLY8x3Oa80k



Please Join us in asking the City to REJECT the Proposed Industrial Expansion to Innovation Park 
and SUPPORT THE ITA Master Plan Update, which will provide the City with a world-class multi-sports complex that will benefit all stakeholders for decades to come.
No further Industrial Expansion below the GREEN LINE!


